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B I B L E R E A D I N G S F O R 
E V E R Y D A Y I N 1978 
NAE's program for 1978 provides 
an excellent opportunity to 
encourage systematic Bible 
reading by members of 
your church. 
Full-color bookmark-size 
reading guides are available 
in two plans: 
daily readings by weekly topic 
and through the Bible in a year. 
Posters to promote 
daily Bible readings 
are also available. 
Send for information: 
I T O E 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS 
BOX 28, WHEATON, IL 60187 
Letters to the editor 
Enthused About 
Brethren in Christ 
Dear Editor: 
Hopefully your editorial of August 10th 
and more specifically your observations 
and concerns caught the attention of the 
readers. 
I too have oft lamented the negative 
slide of interest, personnel, and finances 
amongst the Brethren in Christ in a more 
needy than ever world. 
Your Editorial coupled with the book 
review of "Rich Christians in an Age of 
Hunger" should make us again rethink 
and readjust our priorities. 
Nevertheless, I 'm very enthused about 
future Brethren in Christ outreach and 
commitments. Many things have stimu-
lated this enthusiasm but our furlough of 
March-September 1976 and the statistics 
in the July 25th Editorial were prime con-
tributors. 
The furlough allowed us to meet many 
Christians in numerous churches and talk 
with them about what they personally are 
doing to extend the gospel, and what their 
local church is doing. In my estimation the 
1976 statistics bear out the fact that the 
Brethren in Christ are reaching out and 
helping—a real contrast to 10 years ago. 
Now that we're getting our church-
house in order and reaching with effective-
ness into Jerusalem its only a matter of 
time until Judea and Samaria become 
more of a concern to us. 
to next co lumn 
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Presently we're reaping fruits of years 
past. They are however not very delicious 
ones. I have great faith for our church's 
outreach and Missions in the next decade. 
Bert Sider 
Managua, Nicaragua 
From the Editor 
W e need to be r e m i n d e d t h a t t h e r eco rd of t hose th ings 
which a r e t o be bel ieved a m o n g us is f o u n d in t he Bible. 
H e r e is r e c o r d e d t h e ac t s of G o d re la ted t o m a n k i n d ' s 
s a lva t ion . H e r e is a l so revea led t he W o r d of G o d which is 
o u r bas i s fo r t r u t h a n d life. 
A m o n g t o o m a n y of us th is is as f a r as we go. T h e Bible 
is a c losed b o o k , no t b e c a u s e it is b a n n e d by the powers , 
bu t r a t h e r , b e c a u s e w e d o no t open it in any ser ious 
a t t e m p t t o l ea rn w h a t it says . I t is h a r d t o r ead the Bible 
a n d w a t c h t h e " T o n i g h t S h o w " a t t he s a m e t ime . 
W e t h e r e f o r e need t h e e m p h a s i s t o r ead t h e Bible t h a t is 
f o u n d in th i s i s sue of t h e V I S I T O R (see a b o v e and p a g e 
six). T h i s ca l l s f o r d i s c i p l i n e — a t ra i t of c h a r a c t e r of which 
t h e r e is no su rp lus . T h e r e is n o easy w a y to discipl ine. 
T h e r e a r e a i d s — b e g i n n i n g wi th r e a s o n a b l e goa ls a n d the 
c o v e n a n t i n g wi th a n o t h e r p e r s o n or a smal l g r o u p . But it 
f ina l ly c o m e s d o w n t o t h a t resolve of the will whe re a f t e r 
all t h e rea l ba t t l e s a r e f o u g h t a n d e i ther w o n or lost . 
O n e of t he d i s t u r b i n g p h e n o m e n a a m o n g C h r i s t i a n s is 
t h e f ac t t h a t a m o n g t h o s e of us w h o h a v e been S u n d a y 
schoo l s t u d e n t s all of o u r l ives, h a v e sat u n d e r t he p r e a c h -
ing of t h e gospe l fo r t h e s a m e length of t ime , a n d have 
given lip service t o t he i m p o r t a n c e of t h e Bible t h e r e is so 
l i t t le c l ea r k n o w l e d g e a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t he Bible. W e 
h a v e a v a g u e idea of its events a n d its c h a r a c t e r s . W e a re 
u n c e r t a i n a s t o its t e a c h i n g on c ruc ia l issues. W e c a n n o t 
to page three 
Cover: In a quiet moment of the day a Korean Christian reads her Bible. It 
is a Korean translation first published in 1911 under American Bible So-
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Editorial (Guest) 
• i 
s i i s 
i S I M B s f e 
H. Robert Cobles 
m 
v:: SsS 
N o , the subject is not extramarital sex, but something 
which in God's sight is as serious and among believers 
much more prevalent. 
I refer to love of the world and the things of the world. 
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world," the Scriptures pointedly command (I John 2:15). 
World has several meanings in the Bible, depending on the 
context in which it is used. In this case it is not the world of 
people—Jesus loved that world (John 3:16) and so should 
we—but the "cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes 
and his pride in possessions" (I John 2:16 NIV). 
How did a called-out people like us, allegedly guided by 
the Bible, develop such an illegitimate love for the ma-
terial world? Does not the Word remind us (I Timothy 6:8) 
that we brought nothing into this world and shall carry 
nothing out of it, that having food and clothing we should 
be content? 
Yet the Christians are legion who are not content. Every 
material acquisition goads them to desire something more. 
Life is an unending desire for a larger home, a vacation 
cottage, a newer car, better clothes and all the accessories 
suggested by those broad categories. 
Life style, I realize, is a relative matter. What I consider 
to be a modest life style would scandalize believers living in 
the poverty sectors of large urban centers in Africa or 
South America. Conversely, I must be careful not to judge 
the wealthy Christian who is accustomed to two homes, 
European vacations and a stable of Cadillacs. To his own 
Master, not to me, he stands accountable. 
We need also to recognize that the person who has the 
least may be guilty of loving things the most. Not money 
but the love of it is the root of all evil. 
There are four reasons why we must not love the world 
or anything in it. 
1. Love of the world is incompatible with love of God (I 
John 2:15). We cannot love God if we love the world 
system. 
2. The material world system, for all its convenience 
and advantage, is not of God (verse 16). No amount of 
rationalization will alter its godless orientation. 
3. This world holds out no long-term promise (verse 
17). There is a cutoff date beyond which it has no validity 
for us. Any person who centers his life on this world is im-
prudent. 
4. The only way to live forever is to do God's will (verse 
17). The will of God is in diametric opposition to the will 
of the world. 
Yet not so strangely, under the incessant bombardment 
of our materialistic age, there are Christians who have so 
lost touch with God's voice that they not only have set 
their affections on material things but have committed 
themselves beyond their financial means in an irrational 
attempt to gain them. They are so financially over-
extended that even if they wished to support a spiritual 
ministry at home or abroad, they could not. 
Thankfully, this illegitimate love of the world may be 
remedied. If it is true that love of the world and love of 
God are mutually exclusive, then by setting our affections 
on things above (Colossians 3:2) we can be freed from 
affection for things below. It is the "expulsive power of a 
new affection" which Thomas Chalmers preached of. 
In Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, several years ago to 
report on the Canadian revival, I complimented my host 
on his obviously quite new and beautifully furnished house. 
I can still hear his reply: 
" I t doesn't mean nearly as much to us now." A new love 
for God had transformed his priorities. 
Recently I listened to a missionary from Hong Kong tell 
of a visit he made to Irian Jaya, Indonesia, to an out-of-
the-way, wall-less church in the primitive Lake Tigi area. 
He had been amazed to find 150 people gathering for 
worship in that seemingly remote place. Afterwards he 
asked to be introduced to the layman responsible for 
winning to Christ most of the congregation. 
"There I stood," he said, "with my Rollei camera and 
my Cross pen, my expensive shoes and Bermuda shorts, 
confronting this diminutive, unpolished tribesman, and I 
thought, 'In God's sight he is greater than I!'" 
It was a moment of truth. "The world and its desires 
pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives for-
ever." 
H. Robert Cowles 
The Alliance Witness 
FROM THE EDITOR 
from page two 
support our faith with accurate quotation of Scripture nor 
locate the portion we believe bears upon the issue. 
All of which calls us to a more serious study of God's 
Word. The helps to this end which are provided by the 
American Bible Society and the National Association of 
Evangelicals are more than welcome. They are needed. 
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Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended; 
but this one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:13-14). 
When Contentment 
Is No Virtue 
T h E R E are times when satisfaction 
ceases to be a virtue and a desirable 
mental attitude. In support of this 
truth the Scriptures speak both by 
direct statement and illustration. The 
Apostle Paul, according to what we 
know of him by means of the Philip-
pian epistle, was a man who had 
learned to be content with existing 
physical, social, and material con-
ditions. There are the references to his 
" thorn in the flesh," his incarceration 
in Rome, and his material needs. 
Of these varied and trying situa-
tions Paul said: "I have learned, in 
whatever state I am, therewith to be 
content" (Phil. 4:11). He accepted 
those conditions gracefully as from the 
Lord, sent for the definite purpose of 
the "fur therance of the gospel." 
But there was one thing about which 
Paul could not say that he was satis-
fied, and that was his spiritual attain-
ment. Many years, possibly 30, had 
passed since his conversion on the 
Damascus Road . The once-proud 
Phar isee was marvelously trans-
formed; he had grown and matured 
spiritually. He was both a friend and a 
father of Christians in many lands. 
It was at a point in his experience 
when he may have been considered by 
his contemporaries as having reached 
his epitome, that he penned the words: 
"I count not myself to have appre-
hended . " The Kenneth S. Wuest 
translation of this passage is interest-
ing: " I am not counting myself yet as 
one who has in an absolute and com-
plete way laid hold of that for which I 
have been laid hold of by Jesus 
Christ ." 
The believer in Christ should not 
only be aware of the fact that he has 
been called from a certain sphere of 
The writer is general secretary and general 
editor of the Wesleyan Holiness Church in the 
Caribbean. Reprinted from The Wesleyan Ad-
vocate. Used by permission. 
4 
Wingrove A. Lynton 
living, but he needs to know that he 
has been called to a life that must be 
lived on the highest plane—"the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." 
This fact must be considered both 
positionally and experimentally. The 
apostle who knew and admitted that 
he had not attained, also knew that 
there were some things that were his 
responsibility if such a t ta inment 
would be a reality. He knew that there 
was a way. 
Since the apostle's desire was to 
attain, he resolved to do whatever was 
necessary for such a t t a i n m e n t . 
Kenneth Wuest states that the ambi-
tion of Paul was that his life would 
demonstrate that he was in Christ; he 
wanted to be found by observing men 
to be in Christ. 
He also had a burden to know the 
Lord by experience; and to experience 
that power which raised Christ from 
the dead surging through his own 
being, overcoming sin in his life and 
p roduc ing Chr i s t i an graces . He 
desired that the full operation of the 
Christ life would flow through his 
Christian experience in such a manner 
that the fragrance of the life of the 
Lord would permeate his life. He de-
cided to attain his goal by "forgetting 
and reaching." 
Paul employs an illustration from 
athletics. As he saw it, the runner in a 
race is not wise if he permits those 
behind him to determine the pace at 
which he runs the race. He knew that 
in order for him to be at his best 
spiritually, he would have to do some 
forgetting. 
He decided to forget the days of his 
failure, his discouraging experiences, 
and his moments of disappointment. 
We cannot advance spiritually, at least 
not at the pace at which we should, if 
we spend the rest of our lives brood-
ing over all the things that went wrong 
in the past, recent or distant. 
Paul also said that he was reaching 
forth unto those things which are be-
fore. Here is the expression of a 
mental attitude supported by physical 
action. The words mean: " to stretch 
forth after ." The extent of mental and 
physical energy put into a race is very 
often determined by the runner's con-
cept of the importance of the race, 
both with regard to the gold and the 
glory. 
The apostle didn't let the audience 
of the world decide the importance of 
the race. He decided to "stretch forth 
af ter" the prize because he had a high 
regard for the race in which he had 
entered. He highly esteemed the 
Starter and Judge of the race, and 
placed great value on the rewards of 
the race—the incorruptible crown. 
The success of the Apostle Paul, as 
well as that of every Chris t ian, 
depended upon meaningful progress 
toward a predetermined goal. He said 
that he was pressing—"bearing down 
upon"—and by that expression he 
meant that he would permit nothing to 
stop him in his course, or in any way 
keep him from laying hold of that 
prize. 
Some Christians have been hindered 
by well-meaning friends or relatives; 
some believers have been held back by 
individuals who purposely set out to 
stop them, while others are hindering 
themselves. Their minds are set on the 
comforts of the temporal. They like to 
run in comfort without exerting them-
selves. They don't want to hear the 
jeers of the crowd. They are content to 
hear the breathing of those behind and 
let them set the pace. 
We cannot afford to be defeated in 
our quest for spiritual excellence. Like 
Paul we must press toward the mark. 
We must finish the race. Paul's pre-
scription for winning the race may be 
taken by any Christian who desires 
that his life demonstrate in a positive 
way that he is in Christ. 
That prescription again: Forget-
ting, reaching forth, and pressing 
toward the mark. 
Evangelical Visitor 
The power is always 
One step beyond my last resort 
It Is Always Too Soon to Run 
Robert L. Wise 
S H E W A S a deeply troubled young 
woman. She talked about her prob-
lems with a tenseness and urgency that 
betrayed inner anguish and pain. 
These were very real and difficult 
issues. In discussing her problems, we 
shared all the ramifications and the 
scope of what was wrong, what had to 
happen, the alternatives and the pos-
sibilities. Then 1 asked what she was 
going to do. 
Her response was, " I think I'm 
going to run. I think I 'm going to just 
disappear. 1 just want to escape. 1 
want to get away from it all and fly 
into the night." 
When the alternatives seem so over-
whelming, we all have the tendency to 
look at the difficulties and respond, "I 
want to run. 1 want to disappear." 
Christian or non-Christian, one of the 
most natural reactions to the appre-
hensive things of life is fast retreat. 
Escapism as a way of approaching 
life's problems is always hopeless, 
destructive, and frustrating! We must 
have a better alternative. If we do not, 
we find ourselves cutting off noses to 
avoid dealing with faces, removing 
fingers to spare hands, and slicing toes 
to preserve feet. In the end we are crip-
pled, and the problems still remain. 
No one wants to think of himself as 
being a coward, but here are the 
issues. 
Take a Second Look! 
Much of what I am writing is really 
an exposition of Jesus' words, " H e 
who finds his life will lose it, and he 
who loses his life for my sake will find 
i t" (Matt . 10:39 RSV). We need to 
decipher this emotionally as well as 
doctrinally. 
From the psychological point of 
view, the lesson we must learn is to hit 
life head-on for Christ 's sake. It is in 
this forward thrust, underwritten by 
the power of the life of Christ in us, 
that we will solve our problems and 
find the ability to live life success-
fully! Straightforward encounter will 
give us a new dynamic and a new sense 
The writer is a minister in Oklahoma City. He is 
the author of Your Churning Place from which 
this excerpt was taken. 
of fulfillment, regardless of the out-
come of the problem at hand. 
Jonah, Jeremiah, and You 
Through all of Scripture we find 
escapism portrayed honestly and 
realistically wherever it occurs. The 
Bible never conceals anything; it states 
with candor the way things really are. 
Remember Ezekiel? Here was a 
courageous soldier! He was a great 
prophet who was fearless in his battle 
with evil. Again and again, armed only 
with the Word of the Lord, he sallied 
forth to the conflict. Yet the years of 
toil took their toll. Wearied with the 
strife, Ezekiel reached his own point of 
retreat. He found himself wanting out, 
wanting to escape the confrontation 
and avoid the awesome emotional 
strain (see Ezek. 9:7-12: 12; 24:15-18). 
W h a t o t h e r O l d T e s t a m e n t 
character reminds you of retreat? I 
always think of Jonah. The Lord said 
to him, " G o tell this people a hard 
thing." Every minister eventually gets 
the hard thing to say, and he identifies 
with Jonah. 
The Lord said, " G o to Nineveh and 
tell them they must repent." You 
know the story. Jonah checked out 
and ran. His story reminds us that 
whenever you try to run, there is 
always an accounting that follows. I 
cannot easily b^ critical of Jonah, for I 
realize that any minister who stands 
before his people, looks them right in 
the eye, and tells them in scathing 
terms of their wrong knows how very 
natural it is to want to run! 
The psalmist expresses how escape 
feels. He could have written about our 
desire to retreat a hundred times: 
"The terrors of death have fallen upon 
me. Fear and trembling come upon 
me, and horror overwhelms me. And I 
say, 'O that I had wings like a dove! I 
would fly away and be at r e s t ' " (Psa. 
55:4-6 RSV). David would like to run, 
to hide in the shelter! He knows what 
it's like to be scared to death! 
Jeremiah found the same feeling. 
Jeremiah was perhaps one of the 
greatest preachers who ever lived, 
preaching with fury again and again. 
Finally he came to the place where he 
thought he could contend with the 
people no longer! He too might have 
cried, "If I could hide in the wilder-
ness!" 
However, we remember psalmist 
and prophet alike not because of their 
tendency to do what they felt like 
doing, but because in the face of 
checking out they did the opposite! 
They did the diametrically opposed 
thing—rather than retreating, they hit 
life head-on! The psalmist in these 
same verses gives us the clue. 
If I'm going to receive all that God 
is going to give me for my life, I don't 
ask Him to take me on an evasive 
route. He doesn't lead me under or 
around the problems, but His power 
takes me right through them. 
I have to resist my natural tendency 
and dare to live through my problems 
by and with the power of God. 
Jeremiah wanted to retreat, but he 
didn't. He came back and hit the con-
flicts again and again until he finally 
died with those people. What a power-
ful fulfillment. He knew that the 
power of God would t a k e him 
through, and it did! 
Martin Luther is a graphic example 
of going through life rather than 
around it. After the Reformation 
began, Luther was under attack and 
his life was threatened. If he fell into 
enemy hands he would be killed very 
quickly. For his safety, Luther 's 
friends decided to place him in a high 
fortress overlooking the Rhine River. 
There no one could attack. But in 
the security of the castle, Luther began 
to reflect on his life. With everything 
secure around him, he began to 
despair. He wrote a letter to Philipp 
M e l a n c h t h o n w i t h t h e w o r d s , 
"Philipp, everything is lost, every-
thing is lost! There is no hope!" 
Then Luther left the castle. He 
came out of the secure place where 
everything was safe and intact. Going 
right back into life without any securi-
ty or certainty, and knowing that his 
life would be in danger, he wrote, "A 
mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark 
never failing." It was in the battle that 
Luther discovered the power of God! 
Let's go through life, not around it! 
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Any Escape Artists 
In Your Family? 
Let's look at another dimension of 
the problem. Escapism is a modern 
way of life! Society is immersed in this 
method of problem-avoidance. Be-
cause escapism has permeated our 
daily life, its pervasive effects are 
heightened; our commitments, our 
values, and ultimately our mission in 
life is subtly eroded and corroded with 
cowardice. 
Tell me, is this not today's world? 
Think for a minute—how do realtors 
advertise a new housing development? 
Every time we turn on the radio we 
hear, " I t ' s a place to escape from it 
all!" " C o m e to Escape Country!" 
Retreat has become the hallmark of 
the suburbs; it is a hallmark of our 
way of life. We retreat to where we 
live; draw our curtains around our-
selves and wish to push all others out. 
History and psychology both warn 
us what happens when there is an in-
crease in comfort and a decrease in 
discipline; the result is always a soften-
ing of character. Anytime there is a 
growth of affluence and a correspond-
ing lessening of demand, you can bet 
that this combination will not produce 
strong, tenacious, tough people. 
This phenomenon has a great deal 
to say about how you and I raise our 
children. It has a lot to say about what 
we put into our children, and with 
what we confront them. What a 
danger it is to have their thinking in-
fected! Without realizing it, we raise 
them to be people whose style of life is 
avoidance rather than engagement. 
There is escapism in our families! 
Bamboozled, Boozed, 
and Bored! 
Last year in the United States over 
300 million prescriptions were written 
for t ranqui l izers! Tha t represents 
something over 50 billion tablets! 
Think about it! Three hundred million 
prescriptions to artificially deal with 
life because we can't face it head on! 
In the United States today are 
nearly 7 million alcoholics and over 12 
million dependent drinkers! A large 
chunk of that problem has occurred 
because people have not learned to 
adjust to life. What makes Alcoholics 
Anonymous so powerful? Through 
their 12-step program, people are 
taught how to face reality and to 
engage themselves in life again. They 
learn how to face life honestly rather 
than by retreating. 
Let me add one more example of 
our society's current preoccupation 
with retreat. Recently I ran across a 
fascinating article that described the 
new man of the 1970's. The writer was 
contrasting the 70's man with the man 
of the 50's and 60's in American life. 
Today we have a new type of man 
called "psychological man." 
This is the man whose primary 
concern is the enjoyment of his en-
vironment. This new man will avoid 
unprofitable and unpleasurable com-
mitments. If there is too much de-
mand on him or too much involve-
ment, he simply withdraws. He has 
become the ultimate product of a 
consumer society. He is neither a great 
villain nor a great hero; he is simply a 
floater. Does that sound like a lot of 
people in your hometown? This man in 
the new society will not commit him-
self to anything that takes too much 
time or commitment. He cannot be 
depended on to be responsible. 
Here is the bigger jolt! The new man 
of the 70's carries a surprise hidden 
behind his nonchalance. The ultimate 
end of his noncommit ta l style is 
despair. Unhappiness shrouds his life; 
"Let the Word Speak" has been 
chosen by the American Bible Socie-
ty as the theme of National Bible 
Sunday 1977. 
"Let the Word Speak" was chosen 
this year, because "today's world 
needs to let God's Word speak to its 
turmoil and obsessions," the Rev. 
Arthur C. Borden, the Bible So-
ciety's secretary for church rela-
tions, said on the Bible Society's 
behalf. 
The same concern, he added, was 
shared by the 53 denominations 
whose representatives attended the 
Bible Society's 1977 National Ad-
visory Council in April. "Let the 
Word Speak" served then as a focus 
of d i s c u s s i o n s a b o u t how the 
churches and the Bible Society could 
meet the world's Scripture needs in 
the next decade. 
Most churches will celebrate 
National Bible Sunday this year on 
November 20, the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving Day. It is a day set 
aside for focusing on the worldwide 
cause of Bible translation, publi-
cation, and distribution, a service 
performed by the American Bible 
Society on behalf of the churches. 
"The indispensable role of the 
Bible in evangelism will receive 
special emphasis in this year's cele-
bration," Mr. Borden stated. 
The needs of evangelism have 
sparked many new Bible Society 
ventures in recent years, Mr . Borden 
also noted. He pointed out that the 
Society's "Good News Bible" was 
prepared in response to evangelistic 
satisfaction dissolves like county-fair 
cotton candy; existential dread sours 
the life of ease; the bottom line totals 
emptiness. 
Surprising? It shouldn't be. Earlier 
in this century, T. S. Eliot warned of 
the road ahead. His poem " T h e 
Hollow Men" prophesied that straw-
stuffed heads would dissolve from the 
scene in silent whispers of despair. For 
the shallow, " the world ends not with 
a bang but a whimper." The ultimate 
end of escapism is a whine. 
Face up to the facts! Not only is 
escapism an unsuccessful way of life, it 
is the road to emptiness. The floaters 
drift on to oblivion. 
Here Are Two Answers! 
Since avoidance and evasion are so 
unacceptable, what must I do with life 
so that it will not reduce me to a straw 
man? There are several things I need 
to know. to page fourteen 
needs for a simpler English trans-
lation. Now similar translations in 
common language are under way in 
more than 100 languages. 
He also pointed out that the Bible 
Society has published many more 
smaller portions of the Scriptures in 
recent years, because Scr ipture 
booklets and leaflets often serve the 
needs of evangelism better than com-
plete Bibles and New Testaments. 
An experiment that the Bible 
Society of Singapore conducted 
during Holy Week this year il-
lustrates this, he said. On Good Fri-
day the Society printed the cruci-
fixion story as an advertisement in 
the c i ty ' s leading Engl ish and 
Chinese newspapers. It was head-
lined with challenging questions ad-
dressed to the reader. 
Within a few days the Bible Socie-
ty received 200 letters asking for 
New Testaments. In this way, Mr. 
Borden maintained, a simple Scrip-
ture passage can draw people into a 
deeper, saving engagement with the 
Word of God. 
Many aids for celebrating Bible 
Sunday are available, Mr. Borden 
also announced. They include a Bible 
Sunday bulletin, a bulletin insert 
with a special Scripture responsive 
reading, special ABS Scriptures, 
films, filmstrips, and a Bible bank 
wrapper for collecting gifts for the 
Society's work. 
The aids may be ordered from the 
American Bible Society, 1865 
Broadway, New York, New York 
10023. 
The Bible's Role in Evangelism 




Dr. Geiger served the North Central 
District in Indiana as superintendent for 
five and one-half years before being elected 
to the denominational post. As president 
of the denomination for 21 years, he has 
been instrumental in achievements that 
have enlarged the work of the church. 
Zaire Bible Society Requests 
Scriptures for School Children 
The Bible Society of Zaire has reported 
plans to supply Scriptures, after consulta-
tion with school administrators there, to 
the 2.6 million children studying in church-
administered schools. 
Since the Zairean government is return-
ing control of the schools nationalized in 
1974 to the churches, fertile new grounds 
for Sc r ip tu re dis t r ibut ion have been 
opened, according to a report by the 
United Bible Societies. 
'Eternity' Readers Have Gothard's 
Reply to Bayly 'Open Letter' 
A letter from Bill Gothard to Eternity 
magazine columnist Joe Bayly has eased 
the tense exchange of views and brought to 
light some teachings by the founder of the 
Institute of Basic Youth Conflicts, Oak 
Brook, 111. 
" A person should never do evil ," 
Gothard writes in the August issue of the 
periodical, "even if asked to do so by one 
in authority. . . . " He said also that "every 
believer has direct access to God through 
our Lord Jesus Chris t ," and stated that the 
seminar "emphasizes that a person should 
never break a child's spirit." 
The first statement answered Bayly's 
earlier question whether Gothard taught 
that a Christian wife has the responsibility 
to obey her husband rather than God, 
when the two are in conflict. The second 
statement answered Bayly's question ask-
ing whether Gothard taught the doctrine of 
the universal priesthood of believers, in-
cluding women, and the final statement 
was a response to a question concerning 
the death of a child by the hand of a man 
who was trying to discipline him. 
Bayly saw positive results from Bill 
Gothard ' s letter. " I can now quote Mr. 
Gothard directly to all those missionaries 
in South Amer ica ," Bayly writes. "The 
lady whose pastor told her she could 
commit adultery without guilt can show 
Mr. Gothard ' s letter to him, and everyone 
in the future will know that this is not what 
Mr. Gothard teaches." 
The Eternity material was the first 
Gothard had ever prepared for a maga-
zine, except for his own and except for a 
short article he had written two or three 
years ago for Faith for the Family (Bob 
Jones University Press.) 
Sages of Ages Being Recorded 
In Modern Computer Project 
The wisdom of Judaism, recorded over 
the centuries as widely scattered sages 
interpreted Jewish law, is being inscribed 
electronically on magnetic discs in a monu-
mental marriage of tradition and com-
puter technology. 
With 10 years of labor on the Responsa 
project, computer scientists at Bar-Ilan 
University so far have entered in the com-
puter some 18,000 questions out of the 
total 250,000 in the Responsa literature. 
"The Responsa is like case law," said 
Dr. Yaacov Choueka, 40, director of the 
project, according to the Associated Press. 
" I t covers traditions of over 1,000 years of 
rabbis' pronouncement on all subjects of 
life." 
The older questions in the Responsa 
often came from isolated Jewish com-
munities in Europe, North Africa and 
Asia, where local religious authorities were 
stymied by a controversy. They wrote 
le t ters to the cur ren t ly recognized 
s a g e s — i n B a b y l o n i a , S p a i n , Pa l -
estine—for a ruling. 
Missions Center Struggles 
To Buy Pasadena Campus 
The U.S. Center for World Missions, an 
evangel ica l miss ionary o r g a n i z a t i o n 
headed by Ralph Winter, is conducting a 
major money-raising campaign that it 
hopes will enable it to take over a local col-
lege campus now occupied by an eclectic 
spiritist religious group. 
The Center for World Missions must 
raise $1.5 million for a down payment by 
October 1 in order to purchase the campus 
of the former Nazarene-run Pasadena 
College. It plans to use the site as a base 
for cross-cultural evangelism to foreign 
nations. 
Graham's Hungary Visit 
Called 'Unprecedented' 
T h e R e v . Bi l ly G r a h a m a n d a 
Hungarian churchman have confirmed 
plans for the American evangelist to hold 
an eight-day preaching and goodwill mis-
sion in Hungary in September, his first in a 
Soviet-bloc country. 
The extent of his activity, scheduled to 
take place between September 3 and 
September 10, and the official reception, 
were termed unprecedented for a western 
Christian leader in Eastern Europe. 
Dr. Alexander S. Haraszti, national 
secretary of the Hungarian Baptist Union 
of America, said he understood that "no 
w e s t e r n c h u r c h m a n , P r o t e s t a n t or 
Catholic, has been given such an oppor-
tunity as has been offered to Dr. Graham." 
In a telephone interview with Associated 
Press religion writer George Cornell, 
Graham called it "an absolutely major 
breakthrough" that could "bring about a 
better understanding between the people of 
this country and Hungary." 
U.S., Israeli Archeologists Believe 
They've Found a Biblical City 
American and Israeli archeologists have 
discovered the site of what they believe to 
be the biblical city of Timnah, the home of 
Samson's Philistine wife and the place 
where he slew the lion. 
The dig, near Beit Shemesh about half-
way between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, 
revealed the ruins of a Canaanite city that 
was destroyed by fire near the end of the 
late Bronze Age, about 1,200 years before 
the birth of Christ. 
The e x c a v a t i o n , conduc t ed by 40 
American and Israeli volunteers, was 
sponsored by a consortium that includes 
the New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Mississippi College, Louisiana 
College, and Hebrew University. 
Remains of Philistine occupation were 
uncovered on the ruins of the Canaanite 
city. This occupation is identified with the 
Philistine city of Timnah, described in the 
Book of Judges (chapters 14 and 15), the 
archeologists said. 
Trinity's Kantzer Will Become 
Christianity Today Editor 
Kenneth S. Kantzer, dean and vice-
president of Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, will become editor of the 21-year-
old evangelical magazine Christianity 
Today next year. He succeeds Harold 
Lindsell, who plans to retire next spring. 
Lindsell has been at the publication's helm 
since 1968. 
Like his two predecessors, Lindsell and 
founding editor Carl F. H. Henry, Kantzer 
comes to the post from a career in Chris-
tian higher educat ion. He has been 
Trinity's top academic officer since 1963. 
During the 15-year period, the seminary at 
Deerfield, 111., has become one of North 
America's largest theological institutions, 
growing from a student body of 31 to more 
than 700 from many different denomi-
nations. In addition to his administrative 
responsibilities, Kantzer has also served as 
professor of biblical and systematic 
theology. 
The 60-year-old theologian is an or-
dained minister in the Evangelical Free 
Church, the denomination that operates 
Trinity. 
Christianity Today, with a circulation of 
142,000 is designed for Christian leaders. 
Until its principal offices were moved to 
the Chicago area this summer, it was head-
quartered in Washington, D.C. The maga-
zine's news office is still located in the 
nation's capital. 
Methodist Member Loss 
Among Youth Very High 
United Methodist membership loss is 
"most critical" among youth, according to 
the director of church school development 
for the denomination. 
The Rev. Warren Hartman addressed a 
meeting in Norman, Okla., of United 
Methodist youth and adult workers who 
work with youth. 
Between 1969 and 1974, Dr. Har tman 
told the conference, U M C youth enroll-
ment went down about 25%, which U.S. 
youth population went up 6%. 
The U M C executive said the crucial 
area in terms of membership trends is 
"minus zero population growth," that is, 
no new Christians coming into the church 
on profession of faith. Last year, 36% of 
U M C congregations received no new 
members in that manner. 
to page thirteen 
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The Ninth Nurses' Christian Fellowship 
International Conference in Perspective 
One Year Later 
Jan Engle 
O N E year ago this August, 1977, I 
stepped off a jet onto the soil of 
Africa. It was a warm, humid morn-
ing and the airport at Accra, Ghana, 
was just beginning to stir. A young 
Ghanaian couple I had met on the 
plane helped me get a taxi, and soon I 
arrived at the nearby University of 
Ghana where the Ninth Nurses' Chris-
tian Fellowship International Confer-
ence was being held. I was warmly 
welcomed by a group of Ghanaian 
nurses and introduced to my room-
mate, Comfort , a young Ghanaian 
nursing student. There was time to un-
pack and shower before breakfast. 
Then at mid-morning, weary but ex-
cited, I joined some 250 nurses and 
nursing students representing 25 coun-
tries for the opening ceremonies of the 
conference. 
Such are my memories of the begin-
ning of a rich and rewarding 12-day 
stay in Ghana , which I enjoyed 
through the sponsorship of the Breth-
ren in Christ Board for Missions. 
Arrangements were made for me to 
attend the conference en route to my 
voluntary service assignment in Zam-
bia. It is in the perspective of a year's 
experience in Zambia that I would like 
to share some of the themes and high-
lights of the conference. 
The major theme of the conference 
was the unchangeableness of God. 
Daily Bible expositions reminded us 
that in a rapidly changing and un-
stable world, God's character and 
truth remain the same. This reality has 
taken on new significance for one 
living in what someone has termed the 
"powder keg" of southern Africa. It 
has also provided security in meeting 
the challenges, uncertaint ies , and 
sometimes frustrations of living and 
working in a different culture. 
A series of conference sessions dealt 
with the application of Christian prin-
ciples to the profession of nursing, one 
The writer is serving a two-year Voluntary 
Service assignment at the Choma Hospital, 
Zambia. She is a member of the Mountain View 
Brethren in Christ congregation, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. 
of the major emphases of NCFI . 
Through lectures and small group dis-
cussions we were impressed with the 
importance of recognizing and deal-
ing with the spiritual, as well as the 
physical and emotional needs of 
patients. Spiritual needs may become 
especially apparent when a person 
experiences a crisis such as learning he 
has an incurable or terminal disease. 
Christian nurses have great resources 
for helping those who face such crises, 
and for sharing with non-Christian 
colleagues who often express a sense 
of inadequacy in such situations. 
It has been exciting to discover that 
nursing leaders in Zambia are aware 
of the need for a Christian influence 
among Zambian nurses. I was with the 
Zambia Nurses' Christian Fellowship 
staff worker, Lis Wyatt, recently, 
when the registrar of the General 
Nursing Council of Zambia said to 
her, "You ' re just the person I've been 
looking for." She was responding to 
Lis' offer to teach classes on ethics and 
the spiritual dimension in nursing to 
students in registered nurse training 
schools. Just the previous day, Lis had 
been asked by the principle tutor of 
one of the four RN training schools to 
conduct a series of classes on those 
topics! Pray for Lis as she takes 
advantage of such great opportuni-
ties. 
One timely address given at the 
conference was on the topic of spirit-
ism. Recent years have witnessed a 
seeming upsurge of interest in the 
spirit world, occultism and super-
natural phenomena. Although I had 
had no personal experiences in this 
area before coming to Zambia, during 
the past year I have been directly in-
volved in situations in which demonic 
activity seemed very apparent. One 
must consider that psychological fac-
tors may have great influence in a 
person's life. Such factors are often 
difficult to pinpoint (especially in a 
different culture) and to distinguish 
from spiritual (evil) influences. How-
ever, I have developed a new aware-
ness of the activity of Satan and of the 
havoc he can wreck in lives which are 
open to his influence. Pray that the 
Holy Spirit will give discernment as 
we deal in this area. 
Perhaps the greatest thrill ex-
per ienced in G h a n a was fel low-
shipping and worshipping with Chris-
tians from so many nations. I wrote in 
a diary kept during those days, "Wha t 
a wonder—the unity and joy we have 
in Christ—from different cultures and 
yet one in Him. This is a real fore-
taste of heaven!" The international 
flavor of the conference has lingered as 
I have been privileged this past year to 
live, work and worship with natives of 
Zambia, Rhodesia, the Netherlands, 
Germany, Canada and the U.S. Here 
our fellowship is being refined and 
strengthened through the daily chal-
lenges, trials, and joys of living and 
working together in a small, rather 
isolated community. 
One great challenge of the con-
ference was to be aware of and faith-
ful in prayer for the needs in countries 
around the world. Various repre-
sentatives shared some of the ways 
God is working in their countries. 
They spoke of obstacles to and oppor-
tunities for Christian influence and 
made specific requests for prayer. I 
now follow with greater interest the 
political, social and economic develop-
ments in various parts of the world, 
because I am prompted to think of 
how such developments may be affect-
ing the lives of Christians and non-
Christians in those areas. No doubt 
living in Africa for a year has re-
inforced this interest. I have become 
especially aware of the imbalance be-
tween the needs of a developing coun-
try (in the areas of health, education, 
agricultural and industrial develop-
ment, discipling of young Christians) 
and the resources available and usable 
for meeting those needs. 
I conclude with a specific challenge 
to Christian nurses to consider a term 
of service in a country like Zambia. 
You would be so welcome and would 
find, I am sure, that the challenges and 
rewards of such service are abundant. 
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New Bronx Ministry 
Fellowship Chapel is embarking on a new ministry to 
the community—a tutoring program. It has long been felt 
that the church should be doing more in the way of a 
tangible ministry in the neighborhood, so a study was con-
ducted last fall by Jan Hykes to search out possibilities and 
a committee met to discuss and approve the one with the 
most potential—a tutoring program. 
Children's reading and math skills are very low as 
evidenced in Sunday school and Bible school classes in the 
length of time it takes to do a simple workpage. If they 
have difficulty in basic reading, how shall they ever be able 
to read the Bible? This is the philosophy under which we 
shall operate. Fellowship Chapel is located next to a public 
elementary school, which is another reason for capitalizing 
on the tutoring program. It is hoped that a positive rap-
port with the school and parents of the students who come 
shall expand our ministry to reach more people in the 
neighborhood. 
This after-school program will be staffed by volunteer 
tutors from the church and community. The program shall 
open its doors in October and any monetary contributions 
or second-hand donations in terms of story books, puzzles, 
reference books (encyclopedias, etc.), office supplies, file 
cabinets, etc. . . . will be greatly welcomed. A project for a 
Sunday school class to take on might be raising money for 
the program to buy children's furniture. Any materials 
may be dropped off at the Mission office in Elizabethtown 
by contacting Glen Pierce (717) 367-7045 or by phoning 
Fellowship Chapel directly for arrangements. (212) 583-
1954) 
Come see us; better yet, come tutor in our program! The 
tutoring committee would like to share the following read-
ing with you as we embark in this new ministry: 
Who is the pupil? A child of God, not a tool of the state. 
Who is the teacher? A guide, not a guard. 
What is the faculty? A community of scholars, not a 
union of mechanics. 
Who is the principal? A master of teaching, not a master 
of teachers. 
What is learning? A journey, not a destination. 
What is discovery? Questioning the answers, not 
answering the questions. 
What is process? Discovering ideas, not covering con-
tent. 
What is the goal? Open minds, not closed issues. 
What is the test? Being and becoming, not remember-
ing and reviewing. 
What is our tutoring program? Whatever we choose to 
make it. 
BOARD FOR MISSIONS 
General Fund Statement 
Quarter Ended June 30, 1977 
Canadian Balance, April 1,1977 $ (3,198.16) 
USA Balance, April 1,1977 (35,154.37) 
Canadian Receipts 23,158.73 
USA Receipts 103,004.40 
Transfer f rom Reserves 30,000.00 
Total Receipts and Balance $117,810.60 
Disbursements USA Canada 
Administrative $19,040.19 $ 1,758.78 
Personnel 29,374.45 780.00 
Information Services 6,717.34 
Technical Services 396.50 
Rhodesia 6,987.47 
Zambia 715.97 2,000.00 
India 7,270.16 
Japan 7,742.87 2,000.00 
Nicaragua 6,915.27 2,000.00 
Navajo Mission 1,410.00 
San Francisco 300.00 
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel) 2,025.00 
Montreal Lake Children's Home 825.00 
Salem (Labish) 825.00 
Pharr (Texas) 1,500.00 
Mission Churches 3,576.53 474.99 
Extension Churches 17,127.39 1,835.87 
Urban Ministries 5,060.64 
Christian Service Ministries 7,655.22 183.62 
Total Disbursements $124,243.50 $12,254.76 $136,498.26 
DEFICIT BALANCE, June 30, 1977 ($ 18,687.66) 
Analysis of Balance 
USA Balance ($26,393.47) 
Canada Balance 7,705.81 
($18,687.66) 
Missions 
Beatrice Ncube, wife of Elias Ncube, 
arrived in the States August 12 f rom Rho-
desia, joining her husband who is studying 
at Messiah College. 
Miriam Bowers, who has served as 
librarian at Messiah College since 1970, 
has begun a term of Voluntary Service in 
Japan. Traveling to Tokyo with John and 
Lucille Graybi l l ( re turning f rom fur-
lough), she will be teaching conversational 
English. Miss Bowers is a member of the 
Gran tham congregation. 
Charles and Cara Musser, with Charity 
and Christian, return to Nicaragua to 
begin their third term of missionary service 
as church planters. They left for Managua 
Sept . 13. They are members of the 
Bellevue Park congregation. 
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W E A R R I V E D in Nepal for our 
second term with Mennonite Central 
Committee in August of last year and 
spent our first two months living in the 
U nited M ission to Nepal 's guest house 
in Kathmandu, the capital, studying 
the Nepali language. 
After a one-week vacation at the 
beginning of October, our language 
school reopened in a small village near 
Pokhara, Nepal. My wife Twila, our 
two-year-old son Kirk and I moved in 
with a Nepali family who was in-
structed to make only two changes in 
their normal pattern of living for us. 
They were asked to dig a pit toilet sur-
rounded with leaves to secure a degree 
of privacy and to provide boiled water 
for us to drink. 
As we walked to our village home 
through the Pokhara Valley, 1 thought 
that 1 had never seen a more beautiful 
place. Reddish mud houses with 
thatched roofs sat among fields of rice 
that were just turning yellow and the 
paths were arched with tall green bam-
boo trees. Throughout our stay we 
continued to marvel at the physical 
beauties of our village, but we found 
life hard for the family we lived with 
and difficult for us to endure. We only 
endured because of the great friendli-
ness of the family we lived with. They 
gave up their sleeping room for our 
use and treated us exactly as we 
wished to be treated, as members of 
the family. 
We were always served the same 
food the household ate—rice, lentils 
and a vegetable twice a day. Meals 
were at about nine in the morning and 
six in the evening with no variety in the 
diet. The first week our vegetable was 
a kind of green squash. Then until the 
end of the month we had sag, much 
like spinach. Two meals a day gave us 
all we needed and I never felt at all 
hungry. At the end of the first week I 
thought 1 could not look at rice and 
lentils again but that feeling soon 
passed and we started to enjoy the 
food very much. 
Our family ate rice that was milled 
in a mode rn e lect r ic mill near 
Pokhara. The rice was very white with 
much of the nutritious husk milled 
away. Near our home was a diki 
machine, the traditional method of 
milling that does not completely husk 
the rice. When I questioned our host 
on the reason for eating machine-
milled rice, he expressed a strong taste 
preference for the diki-husked rice but 
explained that milling it in the old way 
was too much work. We soon learned 
that he was right. Twila, a large and 
strong woman by Nepali standards, 
could only operate the machine for a 
short time before giving up in exhaus-
tion. If a power mill is available, 
people are not going to eat diki rice no 
matter how much education you give 
them about its greater nutritional 
value. 
Our host's home had no furniture, 
electricity or running water. Water 
came from a pipe on the road near the 
house. The cooking was done in a 
small pit dug into the mud floor in the 
middle of the first floor. The smoke in 
the house every time food was cooked 
kept it free of mosquitoes, at the same 
time turning the inside of the house 
black. 
In our Nepali house, every week we 
p r o d u c e d a s m a l l pi le of g a r -
bage—worn out flashlight batteries, 
soap wrappers, scrap paper used in 
studying, wrappers from local bis-
cuits we purchased to placate our child 
during the long periods between meals 
and a candy bar wrapper or two. Our 
Nepali family produced no garbage. 
On a regular basis they purchased 
kerosene, salt, cloth, playing cards and 
odds and ends of cooking utensils. No 
utensils for eating were necessary as 
everyone eats with the right hand. Our 
host family, which was well off by 
Nepali standards, had more rice than 
was needed for a year and could sell 
some for cash. 
Intellectually we had known that a 
typical farming family in Nepal, one 
of the 25 poorest nations in the world, 
would be poor with few possessions. 
We had realized that there would be 
no variety in the food. But to experi-
ence these things still came as a shock 
to us. 
We were not prepared to see the 
dominant role that Hindu religion and 
custom played in the life of the family 
we lived with. The man of the house 
always ate his meal first. The wife 
would eat out of her husband's plate 
after he had eaten and then only after 
she had drunk from a cup of water into 
which he had put his bare big toe. The 
women of the house were the first up 
and the last to bed. 
Many of the most difficult types of 
field work seemed reserved for 
women. The men plowed, husked the 
rice and on an occasion would help 
with o the r field work . C a r r y i n g 
manure to the fields and spreading it, 
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cutting grass for animal fodder, feed-
ing and caring for livestock, breaking 
clods in the fields and cutting rice 
seemed almost exclusively the work of 
the women. We never saw a man 
cleaning rice prior to cooking or ac-
tually preparing a meal. 
The caste of our family, called 
chettri, prohibited them from eating 
any meat except castrated goat meat 
and fish. We had hoped to buy eggs or 
a chicken as a special treat for our 
family but that was not possible. Our 
family also retained the services of 
several of the untouchable castes 
—blacksmith, tailor and leather-
worker. These families were not paid 
for work done throughout the year but 
at festival time, which occurred during 
our stay in the village, they were paid 
in rice according to a formula based 
on the number of people in their 
households. Tihar, as the festival was 
called, was also the time of card play-
ing and betting. In our home, a card 
game started Thursday afternoon and 
ran with only one or two short breaks 
for meals until four o'clock Monday 
morning. The wife also sat up all night 
to make tea for the players. Every 10 
to 15 minutes, money worth about $10 
changed hands in the betting. That 
sum must be compared to the daily 
wage in Nepal which is around 50 
cents. During Tihar we were for-
gotten. 
The marriage situation of our fami-
ly was also difficult to comprehend. In 
Nepali there are special names for the 
oldest son and daughter, the second 
oldest and so on. The first several days 
it seemed that there were a lot of 
oldest sons running around the house. 
When I finally asked, I learned that 
our host had married three times and 
all three wives were living with their 
families in separate homes which lay 
very near to the home we stayed in. 
We were living with the third wife and 
during our stay the host slept in that 
house every night. The three wives 
seemed to get along very well and 
when I once offered to take the picture 
of the third wife she insisted that the 
other wives be on the picture as well. 
There seemed to be a good division of 
labor among the three wives. Our host 
explained that Nepal has an over-
balance of women and he was just 
doing his part to see that the women of 
Nepal got the chance to enjoy the 
higher status marriage brings. 
We never got used to the rats and 
mice in our sleeping room. We asked 
our host about them several times and 
he assured us that they would not bite 
us. He also said that they were in the 
house to eat the rice, corn and wheat 
which he had stored there. We looked 
at his storage and found it to be simply 
bamboo baskets which were open at 
the top. When we asked him why he 
did not try to arrange storage so that 
rats and mice could not eat his crops, 
he just said that it could not be done as 
the whole house was already covered 
with mice. He told us that if we saw 
rats at night we should catch them by 
the tail and swing their heads against 
the wall to kill them. I saw a lot of rats 
but never even attempted to catch one 
by the tail. 
If United Mission to Nepal is 
serious about quickly teaching Nepali 
to new people, putting them out in a 
village is a very good way. The host we 
stayed with would sit on the porch 
every night after having eaten and just 
talk for an hour or so. He believed that 
if he did this often enough, we would 
learn the language. When it was time 
for us to leave and we had not yet 
mastered Nepali, he complained that 
we had not stayed long enough. In 
terms of learning the language, I think 
that he was correct. But it was a very 
good month. 
Messiah's January Term 
( January 2-27, 1978) 
Training the Ministry, by Frederic Holland, Adjunct Professor, School of 
World Mission, Fuller Theological Seminary. Training lay and ordained 
ministers to foster church growth and extend the Faith. Theological, historical, 
cultural and practical factors in designing right kinds of training for radically 
different contexts, particularly extension programs. Can be taken for college or 
seminary credit. 
Historical Geography of the Holy Land, by Alden Long. Course is offered by the 
evangelically oriented Institute of Holy Land Studies, the school located in Jeru-
salem. Includes lectures by qualified experts, 12 days of field trips throughout 
the land, free time to explore Jerusalem, Bethlehem and environs. Can be taken 
for college or seminary credit (3 hrs.). It also can be audited (all the benefits 
without final exams). 
Pastoral Counseling, by George Kimber. Designed to give an overview of some 
of the possibilities of pastoral counseling as well as exploring various methods 
and approaches to counseling. Experimental situations will be created for the 
application of the various methods and approaches learned by the student. 
Intertestamental Literature, by Luke Keefer, Jr . To cover period between 
Malachi's prophetic ministry and the rise of the Christian faith focusing both on 
history and literature of the period and the relationship between them. Selected 
readings from the Apocrypha, the Pseudepigrapha, the Mishnah, Philo and 
Josephus will be studied. Consideration given to bridging the period from the 
Hebrew Scriptures to the New Testament. 
The Thought of Francis Schaeffer, by Jan Evans. A consideration of the basic 
concepts in the thought of Francis Schaeffer with special consideration to his 
method of approach and philosophical orientation. 
Gospel oj Matthew, by Martin Schrag. Inductive study of Matthew toward the 
aims of gaining a basic understanding of the message to the shape of con-
temporary Christian life style. 
Ephesians and Philippians, by Gene Burnes. A study of Ephesians to understand 
God's plan for the church and to apply that plan to the contemporary church 
scene. Philippians considered to gain a working knowledge of the book so that 
the student can relate Paul's teaching in it to his/her life. 
Facts and Figures. Each of the courses, unless otherwise indicated, is a three-
hour course. Tuition is $105 per hour. Active, full-time ministers and profes-
sional, full-time employees of Christian day schools are given a Christian 
Service Discount of 50% on tuition. Courses can be audited at $40 per hour. The 
Mature Student Discount on tuition ranges from 25% at the age of 30 to 85% at 
the age of 70. January Term students enroll in only one course. Half of the 
courses will meet in the morning and half in the afternoon. For additional 
information, write to Ronald Long, Director of Admissions, Messiah College, 
Grantham, PA 17027. 
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The Teaching Church 
Grant W. Hanson 
1 HE church must take its teaching 
ministry very seriously, because teach-
ing was a central part of the life and 
ministry of Jesus. The gospel accounts 
refer to him as " teacher" more fre-
quently than by any other title. The 
story of the New Testament is filled 
with such phrases as these: "And he 
went about all Galilee, teaching . . . ," 
"Seeing the crowds, he went up on the 
mountain. . . . And he opened his 
mouth and taught them . . . " H e 
taught them as one who had authority 
. . . "And Jesus went about all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues . . (Matthew 4:23; 5:1-
2; 7:29; 9:35, author 's italics). Luke 
summed it up by saying, " . . . I have 
dealt with all that Jesus began to do 
and teach" (Acts 1:1, author's italics). 
From the beginning the church has 
reflected this primary emphasis upon 
its nature as a teaching community. 
The common use of the term "dis-
ciple" came to be established because 
the followers of Jesus could best be 
characterized as "learners." A "fel-
lowship of learners" is one helpful way 
of viewing the nature of the church. It 
is in the tradition of the Twelve that 
Jesus gathered around him during the 
years of his public ministry and who 
were prepared to assume respon-
sibilities when he left them. The 
church is a community of persons 
drawn together in common loyalty to 
Jesus Christ. The community nurtures 
persons in Christian growth and at the 
same time readies them for mission 
involvement. 
The heritage of the Christian faith 
must be transmitted faithfully from 
one generation to the next. The teach-
ing ministry expands, renews, builds, 
and preserves the community as one 
generation communicates the faith to 
those who follow. It is necessary for 
the continuing life of the church. It 
also undergirds the total mission of the 
church by training for ministry and 
encouraging the commitment to mis-
sion. 
The writer is Executive Director of the Division 
of Church Education, American Baptist 
Churches. Reprinted from Baptist Leader. Used 
by permission. Copyright American Baptist 
Churches in USA, Board of Educational Min-
istries, 1977. 
To describe Christian community as 
the "teaching church" is to catch the 
true essence of the church and to 
affirm the centrality of its teaching 
ministry. Ideally, every congregation 
should come to the place where it 
thinks of itself as the " teaching 
church." The phrase can obviously 
have a variety of meanings, and it may 
be helpful to examine the primary 
functions of the "teaching church." 
The understanding of these functions 
offers an organizing principle for 
churches as they undertake to plan 
their educational ministry. 
The funct ions of the teaching 
church are: 
1. To affirm the foundations of its 
teaching ministry. 
The teaching church begins with the 
biblical revelation and the heritage of 
the church. As it assimilates these 
biblical, theological, and historical 
perspectives, its teaching is made rele-
vant and significant as it brings the 
light of the gospel to bear upon the life 
issues of today. Without adequate 
biblical and theological rootage the 
teaching ministry can never fulfill its 
basic commission. The safeguard 
against perversion or error is an ade-
quate grounding in the tenets of the 
historic faith. 
An understanding and appreciation 
of the continuing work of the Holy 
Spirit in the ministry of teaching are 
necessary parts of the foundation. This 
is not solely a human enterprise but 
rather is one in which God, too, is in-
volved. Unless there is an understand-
ing of this divine dimension, the con-
fidence that persons can be changed by 
the teaching of the church has little 
basis. 
The foundations of the teaching 
ministry also relate to an understand-
ing of the nature of growing persons. 
There is a great variety of human 
needs. Persons are at many develop-
mental stages. An effective teaching 
ministry must be sensitive to the 
uniqueness of each person and his or 
her needs. The approach must be con-
sistent with the growth process by 
which persons progress t oward 
maturity. 
The learning process is also an 
important aspect of the foundations 
for teaching. How persons learn must 
be understood if teaching is to be 
meaningful. If the objective is to have 
persons learn, then every effort must 
be made to find and to utilize the most 
effective procedures. 
The congregation who wants to be a 
"teaching church" needs to begin by 
affirming the foundations upon which 
its ministry will be built. 
2. To plan for the most effective 
teaching ministry. 
The key to an effective teaching 
ministry is planning. The teaching 
church establishes its goals and the 
plans for their accomplishment. Goals 
that are significant emerge out of the 
awareness of the needs of persons in 
the light of the gospel. Each church 
must accept the responsibility for 
defining its specific goals based on its 
perception of its particular situation. 
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t ruc tu re s a re 
necessary to carry the responsibility 
for planning and administering a pro-
gram. A duly constituted board or 
committee charged with overseeing 
the total educational program will 
tend to foster coordination and com-
prehensiveness. This administrative 
group will deal with the practical 
issues of leadership, space and equip-
ment, teaching-learning resources, and 
budget. 
One essential element in successful 
program development is the involve-
ment and support of the congre-
ga t ion . Unless the c o n g r e g a t i o n 
develops a sense of "ownership," the 
level of commitment on the part of the 
members will be minimal. The objec-
tive is always to generate the congre-
gation's enthusiasm for the teaching 
ministry. 
3. To develop leaders for a variety of 
ministries. 
The teaching church cannot func-
tion without a corps of leaders pre-
pared to fulfill a variety of ministries. 
These leaders must be recruited, moti-
vated, trained, and assigned. Their 
d e v e l o p m e n t i nc ludes p e r s o n a l 
growth, understanding of learning 
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processes, sensitivity to needs of per-
sons, and acquisition of basic skills. 
The quality of program is largely 
determined by the effectiveness of the 
leadership. The plan of enlistment, 
training, and support must be con-
sistent and ongoing, because the need 
for new leaders never ceases. 
The teaching church is concerned, 
furthermore, not simply about the de-
signated leaders, but about the respon-
sibility of "equipping persons for min-
istry." Every person needs to discover 
his or her "gifts ." A part of Christian 
growth is the development of the 
capacity to exercise leadership. All 
persons in the church need to discover 
their potential for leadership and to 
utilize their abilities within and 
beyond the local church. The teaching 
church endeavors to have everyone in-
volved in ministry. 
4. To nurture persons in Christian 
growth. 
The teaching church is a nurturing 
community. Its goal is to provide a 
loving, caring environment in which 
persons can grow in the Christian faith 
and experience. It recognizes that the 
Christian life is a maturing process 
with many stages of development f rom 
infancy to adulthood. Persons within a 
given c o n g r e g a t i o n reflect many 
degrees of progress toward the objec-
tive of maturity. There is a high sense 
of interdependence and responsibility 
for one another. Nurture grows out of 
love and concern for those who are 
part of the community of faith. 
Intentionality is one of the impor-
tant characteristics about the church's 
nurture process. The church sets out 
very deliberately to provide learning 
experiences for persons of all ages in 
which they can come to understand 
themselves and their experiences in the 
light of the gospel. It designs an edu-
cational program which in systematic 
fashion seeks to support the growth 
process. The goal is that all persons be 
aware of God's self-disclosure as re-
vealed in Jesus Christ and that they 
respond by living and growing as chil-
dren of God. 
The quality of the life of the con-
gregation is a vital factor in effective 
nurture. Much learning is unplanned 
and unintentional. If there is not con-
sistency between what the congre-
gation professes and what it practices, 
negative learning could be the result. 
The teaching church can never forget 
that it is called to be a redemptive 
community. 
5. To enable the fulfillment of the 
church's mission in the world. 
The teaching church recognizes that 
it always exists in relation to the 
world. Its teaching ministry attempts 
to bridge the gospel and the world. It 
is concerned with fostering the inter-
section of the Christian faith with life. 
A part of the experience of growth 
of the individual as a Christian is the 
development of the sense of vocation. 
Involvement in mission is the normal 
expectation for all who seek to live as 
the disciples of Jesus Christ. Persons 
need motivation and support, how-
ever, if they are to take the step of 
faith that brings actual involvement. 
The teaching ministry relates very 
specifically to the task of "equipping 
persons for ministry." If all in the 
community of faith are called, then all 
in the community must be prepared. 
The focus of ministry is outward to the 
world. The church that is truly faith-
ful to its Lord is actively making its 
members ready for their mission in-
volvement in every dimension of life. 
It is important, moreover, that the 
teaching church express its involve-
ment in mission corporately. The call-
ing is to the church collectively as well 
as individually. The church involved in 
a community ministry is fulfilling its 
teaching role in a most telling way. 
The congregation who wishes to 
have a sense of purpose for its teach-
ing ministry can adopt the concept of 
the " t e a c h i n g c h u r c h " as t h e 
organizing principle for all of its plan-
ning. 
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
from page seven 
Moscow Baptists 
Seek Seminary 
If Soviet authorities give permission, the 
Baptist World Alliance will put up $50,000 
toward the cost of a seminary to train min-
isters for the Ail-Union Council of Evan-
gelical Christians and Baptists. 
The announcement came in connection 
with a BWA council meeting held in 
Miami. Currently, ministerial training is 
carried on by a Bible correspondence 
course from the Moscow Baptist head-
quarters. A few students are able to attend 
colleges outside the Soviet Union. 
Moslems in Germany 
Rise to 1.4 Million 
The number of Moslems in the German 
Federal Republic (West Germany) has 
risen from 1.2 million in 1975 to 1.4 
million in 1976, reports the Ecumenical 
Contact Office for Non-Christians. 
The Turks are the largest Moslem 
minori ty group—there are al together 
around 1.06 million of them in the coun-
try. They are followed by the Yugo-
s lav ians (110,000) , the M o r o c c a n s 
(26,000), Persian Moslems (18,000), 
T u n e s i a n s (17 ,000) and J o r d a n i a n s 
(10,000). 
British Parents Said to Want More 
Religion, Discipline in Schools 
British parents want more religion, 
more discipline and more sex education in 
schools, according to a survey conducted 
by the popular "Women ' s Own" Maga-
zine among 3,000 of its readers. 
The survey showed that parents wanted 
more disciplined schooling for their chil-
dren and answers to questions demon-
strated a longing to get back to traditional 
methods of teaching—stricter control, 
more homework, school uniform, reli-
g ious e d u c a t i o n — a n d even c o r p o r a l 
punishment. 
The parents who answered the question-
naire were almost equally divided between 
high, middle and low income groups. 
Jehovah's Witnesses Launch Campaign 
To Clarify Stand on Blood Transfusions 
A press conference held in Los Angeles 
in connection with one of 109 district 
assemblies of Jehovah's Witnesses held 
across the nation this summer was the 
occasion of an announcement about a new 
booklet the religious group has published 
on blood. 
The 64-page b o o k l e t , " J e h o v a h ' s 
Witnesses and the Question of Blood," is a 
defense of the Witnesses belief, which they 
say is based on the Bible, that blood trans-
fusions are forbidden by God. 
The booklet, handed out to all attending 
the district assemblies, will be presented 
"one on one" to all judges, hospital admin-
istrators , doctors and lawyers in the 
United States during November, accord-
ing to a Witness spokesman. 
Witnesses believe blood transfusions are 
a form of feeding on blood—intravenous 
feeding—and that the Bible forbids in-
gesting of blood. 
Society That Sponsored Dr. Livingstone 
Now Part of New Umbrella Organization 
The L o n d o n M i s s i o n a r y Soc ie ty , 
formed in 1795 and famed for global 
mission efforts, including the sending of 
David Livingstone to Africa, is no more. 
The society has been subsumed into a 
new umbrella organization formed by 22 
Congregational, Presbyterian, and United 
denominations. The new organization is 
called the Council for World Mission 
(Congregational and Reformed). It is a 
successor to three groups, the London 
Missionary Society, the Commonwealth 
Missionary Society, and the Presbyterian 
Overseas Mission. 
Dr. Livingstone became famous as the 
result of the New York Herald sending 
reporter R. H. Stanley on a well-publicizea 
trip to find the Scott ish missionary 
presumably " los t" in the African wilds. 
"Dr. Livingstone, I presume?" became a 
legendary part of the Amer ican and 
English lexicon as a result. 
The general secretary of the newly 
formed organization is the Rev. Bernard 
Thorogood of the United Reformed 
Church in England and Wales, 18 years a 
missionary in the South Pacific. 
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TOO SOON TO RUN 
from page six 
T h e first is t h a t m o s t of us re t rea t 
because we have not found an ade-
q u a t e f o u n d a t i o n on which to s t and . 
O u r re t rea t is symbol ic of ou r f ea r fu l -
ness a b o u t the a d e q u a c y of our l ife 's 
base . 
Th i s is t r ue for Chr i s t i ans t o o . Y o u 
and I m a y be very m u c h within the 
church , and we m a y very s t rongly 
a f f i rm Je sus Chr i s t as L o r d , but we 
still m a y not have found tha t Jesus 
Chr i s t is t he u l t imate ly secure f o u n d a -
tion on which our lives can s t a n d . 
H e r e ' s a s u r p r i s e ! T h e s e c o n d 
answer is the oppos i t e of wha t we 
would expect . T h e power of G o d is not 
given to help us escape t rouble ; G o d ' s 
divine e n c o u r a g e m e n t and enable-
m e n t is found as it takes us through 
problems. G o d ' s power is not for the 
a r m c h a i r q u a r t e r b a c k ; it is t he m a n in 
the midst of the fight who finds G o d ' s 
p o w e r a d e q u a t e for his l ife 's p rob-
lems. W h e n you a r e in the fight, you 
a re closest to His help! 
H e r e is a crucia l ingredient in un-
d e r s t a n d i n g l i f e a s a C h r i s t i a n : 
" T h i n g s which hur t ins t ruc t ! T h i n g s 
t h a t a r e pa in fu l t e a c h ! " 
W e live with the feel ing tha t we have 
a r ight to be h a p p y all the t ime. W e 
th ink every th ing should be g rea t . W h y 
should any th ing bad happen to you 
and m e ? T h e t ru th is t ha t n o b o d y has 
such a r ight . 
G o d in His g rac iousness does no t 
wi thhold life as it real ly is. I f H e d id , it 
would m a k e us insipid. T h a t ' s where 
s t raw m e n — h o l l o w m e n — c o m e f r o m , 
and why they a re e m p t y . They a re the 
people w h o have never lived life in its 
dep th . 
From Cemetery to Success 
W h a t did Jesus say? " H e w h o loses 
his life will find i t . " T h e escapis t 
reverses this f o r m u l a , for he is a f r a i d 
to let go. Dy ing is his to ta l f ea r ; he 
w a n t s to hold on to every th ing! J e sus 
c a m e to say, " N o ! T h e issue is your 
d e a t h ! It is let t ing go . O n c e you have 
faced this, you can really l ive ." 
O u r Chr i s t i an fa i th a lways ha s two 
p a r t s — m y d ea th and C h r i s t ' s life. 
O f t e n it is only as I a m ut te r ly c rushed 
tha t I can k n o w tha t I a m not suffi-
cient . It is then t h a t I find H i s life to be 
comple te ly a d e q u a t e . W h e n I c o m e to 
the end of my own life, then I find the 
to ta l i ty of His life. 
W h e r e is t he power? W h e r e is the 
force? W h e r e is t he p romise? I t is 
a lways one step beyond m y last resor t . 
W h e n I have c o m e to my last a l ter-
nat ive, then I s tand on the edge of 
finding all of C h r i s t ' s p romise . It is 
only as I d ie to myself t h a t I really live 
to H i m . 
M C C 
Begin Two-Year Terms 
Of Service 
i m * • f m y 
Martha E. Byers of Waynesboro, Penn-
sylvania is beginning a two-year term of 
service with Mennonite Central Com-
mittee in Dulac, Louisiana, working with 
children at a day care center and giving in-
service training to the teachers. Martha re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree in be-
havioral science and child care training in 
1977, having studied at Messiah College in 
Grantham, Pennsylvania. Her parents are 
Adam M. and Elizabeth H. Byers of 
Waynesboro, and she is a member of the 




Jan Harmon of Upland, California, is 
beginning a two-year term of service with 
Mennonite Central Committee in Wash-
ington, D.C. She will serve as legislative 
liaison with the Friends Committee on Na-
tional Legislation acting as a lobbyist for 
the Indians. Jan received an Associated 
Arts degree in education from ChafFey 
College in Alta Loma, Califirnia, in 1971, 
and a Bachelor or Ar t s degree in 
anthropology and sociology from Whit-
tier College in Whittier, California in 
1973. Her parents are Dr. Wendell E. and 
Frances Harmon of Upland, and she is a 
member of the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
1966-67 Reunion—NCC 
Mrs. Lana (Waddell) Thompson is 
interested in hearing from those who 
were students at NCC during the 1966-67 
school year. This is in the interest of a 
school reunion. 
Those interested in attending a 1966-
67 reunion during 1977 Homecoming, 
November 4 and 5, should get in touch 
with Mrs. Thompson, P.O. Box 593, 
Collingwood, Ontario, L9Y 2L0. 
A What? 
Heritage Festival. What 's that? Some 
people demonstrating and displaying skills 
and crafts while other people watch. 
But it is much more than that. It is a 
reminder of how the people of the past 
used spare moments and planned blocks of 
time to repair, salvage scraps, and make 
new items needed by family members. The 
symmetry of a newly caned chair seat and 
the pattern of a quilt, satisfied the need to 
create beauty while providing physical 
comfort. 
To some the Festival was memories. 
Memories of the feel and smell of harvest-
ing broom corn, but for others seeing a 
broom made before their eyes was a 
fascinating new experience. 
And of course the Festival was a time to 
renew friendships and make new ones. 
The Festival was today's children of 
those creators from the past displaying and 
observing the same skills—and new ones 
which used discarded items, wood, yarn, 
paper and glass for beauty and usefulness. 
Written in reflection on the Heritage Festival 
held by the Allegheny and Atlantic Conference 
at Messiah College.) 
Church News 
C O N F E R E N C E S 
Allegheny 
The Clarence Center congregation 
observed their 100th anniversary on 
August. 7. Rev. John Hostetter was the 
guest speaker. A chicken barbecue 
preceded the afternoon service of sharing. 
Rev. Richard Long is the pastor. 
The Grantham congregation held a 
dinner on Wednesday evening, August 17, 
to welcome home missionaries Lewis and 
Gladys Sider; Richard, Martha, and Leigh 
Sider; and Leora Yoder. Dr. Robert Ives 
and Rev. Merle Brubaker are the pastors. 
Joe and Karen McNaughton with their four sons 
(left to right) Luke, Joe, Jim, and Dean. 
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T h e Roseglen congregation c o m -
missioned its first family for Mission ser-
vice on July 24th when Joe and Karen 
McNaughton and their four sons (Luke, 
12; Joe , 10; J im, 9; Dean, 7) were 
recognized prior to their leaving for Mont-
real Lake Children's Home. 
J o e M c N a u g h t o n was a successful 
building contractor in the Duncannon 
area. He sold his equipment and building 
supplies prior to leaving. He was a mem-
ber of the Roseglen Church Board and 
congregational chorister. Karen was 
pianist, Prayer Circle leader and Sunday 
school teacher. 
Atlantic 
The Bellevue Park and Messiah 
congregations held a joint Summer Bible 
School . A p rog ram was held at the 
Bellevue Park Church by the girls and boys 
who had attended the Bible school. The 
pastors are Bellevue Park—Rev. Gene 
Burnes and Messiah—Rev. LeRoy Yoder. 
The Christ 's Crusaders of the Pequea 
congregation planned and held a Vesper 
Service on Sunday evening, August 21. 
Homemade ice cream was served follow-
ing the service. Rev. Gerald Wingert is the 
pastor. 
Two members—Mrs. Sherry Bodle and 
Dr. Richard Schirato—of the Skyline View 
congregation, are active in "Counselling 
Encounter of Harr isburg," a pregnancy 
counsell ing service conducted f rom a 
Christian perspective. Mrs . Bodle serves as 
the Executive Director. Dr. Schirato is 
Director of the Education Department. 
Rev. LeRoy B. Walters is pastor of Sky-
line View. 
sion recognized Brother Stump's long 
years of ministry as a churchman, evan-
gelist, former pastor, former bishop, and 
leader in the local Christian community. 
In keeping with the spirit of the evening 
a number—Samuel Cook, Erwin Thomas, 
Dick Wysong—spoke in honor of Brother 
Stump. Ruth Freed paid tribute to Sister 
Stump. Owen, representing the eight chil-
dren, spoke in honor of his parents. 
Brother Carl Stump was elected to the 
bishopric in 1933, serving what at that time 
was the Northern Indiana District. He 
served in this office until 1957 when the 
administrative structure was altered. He 
continues to serve as an evangelist. 
A large wooden plaque, quoting a por-
tion of Romans 8:28, was presented to 
Brother and Sister Stump. 
Canadian 
Seven persons from the Port Colborne 
congregation were baptized on Sunday 
evening, August 7. A tape and slide presen-
tation were presented to the congregation 
by the "Living Parables," f rom Messiah 
College, on Thursday, August 11. The 
pastor is Rev. Gordon Gilmore. 
Central 
Special guests of the Fairview 
congregation on Sunday, August 7, were 
Mike Blouse and the Fred Holland family. 
Mike, a student at United Theological 
Seminary, Dayton, brought the morning 
message; the Hol lands ministered in 
music; and Mrs. Holland had something 
for the children. Rev. Henry Miller is the 
pastor. 
Bill Miller assumed duties as Associate 
Minister to Rev. Louis Cober at the High-
' land Church beginning September. August 
14 was the dedication for the congre-
gation's new facility. Fourteen persons 
were also received into fellowship that day. 
Ninety-two friends and family members 
gathered at a Nappanee, Ind., restaurant 
on Tuesday evening, August 16, in honor 
of Rev. and Mrs. Carl G. Stump. The occa-
M id west 
The Mountain View congregation held 
an outdoor gospel concert on Sunday even-
ing, August 21, on the church lawn. The 
Abda and The Searchlighters provided 
special music. The pastor is Rev. James 
Esh. 
The Zion congregation reports a series 
of missionary emphasis meetings during 
the month of August. On the 7th Samuel 
and Ruth Minter shared in the morning 
service; Brian and Joyce Lady shared in 
the evening. Charles and Cara Musser 
shared in the morning service of the 21st; 
and Alvin and Thata Book shared in the 
evening service. Mary Olive Lady and 
Fannie Longenecker also shared recently. 
Rev. Paul Hess is the pastor. 
Births 
Bohr: Kenneth Edward, II, born July 
13, to Kenneth and Sue (Pottiger) Bohr, 
Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Chamberlain: Daniel Ray, born August 
7, to Rod and Anne Chamberlain, Skyline 
View congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Ryan Michael, born August 22, to 
Mr. and Mrs. James Hess, Fairland con-
gregation, Pa. 
Miller: Andrea Beth, born August 4, to 
Randy and Marilyn (Bigham) Miller, Sky-
line View congregation, Pa. 
Rhine: Dwight Allen, born June 28 to 
Dennis and Joanne (Eisenhour) Rhine, 
Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Swingholm: Sherry Lynn, born August 
22, to Terrance and Faith (Williams) 
Swingholm, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Heise-Engle: Susan, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Earl Engle, Colorado Springs, 
Colo., and Keith, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
Jesse Heise, Pitsburg, Ohio, August 6, at 
the home of the bride with her father offi-
ciating. 
Reichert-Rutecky: D o r o t h y J e a n , 
d a u g h t e r of M r . and M r s . S t a n l e y 
Rutecky, and Dennis, son of Mr . and Mrs. 
Morris Reichert, Minnersville, Pa., April 
2, in the Tremont Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. George Kipe officiating. 
Wenger-Miller: Karen Elaine, daughter 
of Rev. and Mrs. Henry N. Miller, Engle-
wood, Ohio, and Larry Wayne, son of Mr . 
and Mrs. Byron Wenger, Clayton, Ohio, 
July 30, in the Fairview Brethren in Christ 
Church with the father of the bride and 
Rev. John Cheeseman, uncle of the groom, 
officiating. 
Yiengst-Lady: Susan Marie, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Lady, Abilene, Ks., 
and Robert Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Yiengst, Womelsdorf, Pa., August 13, in 
the Zion Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Paul Hess officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bechtel: Mrs. Mary B. Bechtel, Hum-
melstown, Pa., died August 15, in the 
Harrisburg Hospital, at the age of 75. She 
is survived by three daughters; seven sons; 
49 grandchildren; 55 great-grandchildren; 
and three great-great-grandchildren. The 
funeral service was held in the Hummels-
town Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Andrew H. Slagenweit officiating. 
Busch: Elsie B. Busch, Altoona, Pa., 
born March 28, 1916, died August 5, 1977. 
She was the daughter of William and 
Agnes Busch. She was a member of the 
Altoona Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral service was conducted in the Bige-
low Funeral Home by Rev. John L. Rosen-
berry and Rev. Paul E. Book. Interment 
was in the Alto Reste Burial Park. 
Stern: Samuel K. Stern, born June 20, 
1910, in Roaring Spring, Pa., died August 
17, 1977. He was the son of Aaron and 
Catherine Kensinger Stern. He was mar-
ried to Barbara M. Stoner who survives. 
Also surviving are four sons: Donald E., 
Dale 1., W. Dean, and S. Wayne; eleven 
grandchi ldren; a grea t -grandson; two 
sisters; and three brothers. He was a mem-
ber of the Martinsburg Brethren in Christ 
Church where he served as deacon, treas-
urer, and Sunday school teacher. The 
funeral service was held in the Martins-
burg Church with Rev. Robert L. Keller 
and Rev. J . Howard Feather officiating. 
Interment was in the Fairview Cemetery. 
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God Is Able 
Ruth G. Voder 
R E C E N T L Y , as one of my neighbors and I were dis-
cussing the possibility of starting a Bible Study in our 
neighborhood, she asked me what I thought about the 
laying on of hands. I said I thought there was a time and a 
place for that, to which she immediately replied that she 
thought that sort of thing was only for Bible times. We 
didn't pursue the subject any further at that time, nor did I 
tell her how I know that it is not only for Bible times. I 
have experienced the blessing of the laying on of hands, 
and it gave me strength and peace at a time when I 
desperately needed both. 
Several years ago, it appeared that I would need 
surgery. I remember so well the day I discovered that 
something was amiss and my anxious call to the doctor. 
He saw me the following day and promptly referred me to 
the surgeon up the street. He called the surgeon's office in 
the hope that I could see him yet that afternoon before I 
went home. But unfortunately, he was in surgery and I had 
to make an appointment for Monday afternoon, instead. 
The period of time from that Thursday to that Monday 
was probably the worst period of my life to date. My mind 
was preoccupied with dark, brooding thoughts of cancer, 
and fears for my baby, my husband, and myself. I dipped 
more deeply into my supply of tranquilizers, got stopped 
for speeding, hit a parked car in a parking lot, chattered 
constantly, and begged people to stay with me. Ordinarily 
I enjoy some time to myself, but that was the last thing I 
wanted that weekend. 
Monday finally came. After the surgeon examined me, 
he didn't seem to be alarmed and he suggested we wait a 
month or so and the he would see if he should operate. I 
was so relieved, I cried, and went home to wait, optimisti-
cally. 
Four or five weeks passed, and my condition seemed 
about the same, as far as I could determine. I returned for 
my second examination, and the surgeon decided he 
should operate. He asked the receptionist to schedule a 
time several weeks ahead. So, there was the problem 
squarely before me again and plenty of time in which to 
think about it. 
It was then my family and some friends began to really 
pray for me and told me they were doing so. This helped 
me considerably; I was cheered by their concern. 
The writer and her husband are members of the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
About a week before my date with the hospital, my 
family came and had a special prayer, praise, and laying 
on of hands service for me, praying especially for my heal-
ing. I did not experience a healing of the body then, as far 
as I know, but rather a healing of the mind and spirit. I 
grew more calm and I felt God's near and loving presence 
with me all week. I felt so cared for, even happy and joy-
ful, as the day approached for my going. I didn't panic 
when the time came, but the calmness persisted. I checked 
in, and soon learned that my operation wasn't scheduled 
until 2:30 the next afternoon. That gave me another full 
day to wait. 
I was awakened before 7:00 a.m. by the nurse checking 
temperatures and my roommate getting a big breakfast. I 
wasn't allowed to have anything to eat or drink all day, be-
cause, as was explained to me, I would be too tense to 
digest anything. I explained to him that I did not feel tense, 
but that, of course, made no difference, and I spent the day 
fasting. God was faithful in helping me, and I wasn't un-
comfortable fasting, even though I usually nibble between 
meals and certainly never miss meals if I can help it. 
During the morning, I occupied myself finishing a 
course I had been taking, and when that was finished, it 
was still morning. Soon, however, Glenn Frey, a minister 
from Manor Brethren in Christ Church, stopped by to 
offer encouragement and prayer. That short visit meant a 
great deal to me, especially because none of my family 
could be with me that day, and also because I wasn't even 
a member of Manor then. 
2:30 eventually came and went; they were behind 
schedule in surgery. It was nearly 4:00 when a grumbling 
orderly and a nurse wheeled me to the elevator and I was 
on my way to my big appointment. We arrived at the 
operating room, I was parked outside the door, and I 
waited awhile longer. But my turn came, and I barely had 
time to look around the room before I was asleep. I was 
still in the recovery room when someone said, "Don ' t cry. 
You're all right." 
Shortly after I was returned to my room, the surgeon 
came in, and told me several times that I was all right, but 
he couldn't be sure I heard due to my grogginess. I heard 
him tell my roommate to tell me when we woke up in the 
morning that I was all right. I was rejoicing inside. I had 
felt all along that I would be all right. 
The next day was the first day of Spring, rainy and 
dreary. I felt wonderful. How grateful I was to the Lord 
for His goodness to me! 
